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Lost Warfare Weapons
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A B-36 aircraft  jettisoned a 30-kiloton 
nuclear bomb, into the Pacific Ocean. The 
bomb's uranium components were lost 
and never recovered.

Many Donated Weapons Go Missing

Traveling from MacDill Air Force Base 
near Tampa, to an oversea base, a B-47 
went missing before making it to its 
second refueling in the Mediterranean. 
It was carrying two nuclear capsules. 

Returning to home base in Norfolk, Virginia, 
the U.S.S. Scorpion, a nuclear attack submarine, 
mysteriously sank about 400 miles to the 
southwest of the Azores islands, carrying 2 
unspecified nuclear weapons, that could 
yield up to 250 kilotons explosive power

A B-47 collided with an F-86 near 
Savannah. After attempting to land at 
Hunter Air Force Base with a nuclear 
weapon on board. The weapon was 
jettisoned over water. 
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A B-52 carrying two 24-megaton nuclear 
bombs crashed while taking off in 
Goldsboro. One of the weapons sank in 
swampy farmland. The uranium core was 
never found. The USAF now requires 
government permission to dig on the land.
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Military Spending Budgets of Countries

measured in billions

The United States has the largest military spending budget 
out of every country in the world, with a budget of $681 billion. 
The U.S. budget is almost twice as much as all other countries 
combined. This shows a correlation to the budget a country has, 
the amount or weaponry and aid it provides to other countries 
and the amount of weaponry and other aid that it loses. 

The only other country noted for losing almost as many 
nuclear weapons as the U.S. is the Soviet Union. There are
4 known sea drops on the Soviet’s behalf. Two in the Pacific
Ocean, 2 in the Atlantic.  

The U.S. A-4E Skyhawk attack aircraft carrying a 1-megaton thermonuclear
weapon rolled off the deck of the U.S.S. Ticonderoga and fell into the Pacific 
Ocean. The Plane ad weapon sank 16,000 feet. The U.S. admitted to the accident 
15 years later, but lied about the location. It was actually 80 miles off Japan’s 
Ryuku island chain. 
This news caused a political uproar in Japan. The U.S. is no longer allowed 
to bring nuclear weapons into Japan’s territory.

Serious Aftermath

Another Country’s Follies

Did you know there have been, not one, not two, but numerous lost nuclear
weapons on behalf of the United States? This graphic shows the bombs that
were lost in or near the United States, by the United States, and never found. 
These are nuclear bombs. Some of which could yield up to 250 kilotons
of explosive power. Some were never found, begging the question, “is it
not possible for another country to sieze control of them?” or  “were they 
lost because another warring country ensured the siezure of them?”
There are many more cases of the nuclear bombs being  lost at sea for 
other reasons. 
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Thousands, even millions 
 of weapons from the U.S. have been lost to Islamic 
 Militants and other terrorist organizations between in the 
past aand in the present. The weapons were given in 
US-approved deals with these countries. Often times, the 
American arms were sent to help bolster the fight against 
ISIS or other terrorism, but in turn ended up in the 
oppositions’ control. 

-Many weapons donated to Iraq were lost to ISIS via 
theft, capture and abandonment. In 2015 Iraq’s prime 
minister, Haider al-Abadi admitted losing a lot of
weapons, including thousands of tax-funded armored 
military vehicles, when they fled Mosul in 2014. 
-Iraq also lost many U.S. weapons to Shiite militias
-Almost half of the U.S. supplied weapons given to 
Uganda and Burundi to fight al-Shabaab ended up with
the Somali militant group.

Countries the U.S. Has Donated Weapons to 
that Have Been Lost or Stolen


